SCRIPT FOR DANGEROUS DAMES OF DAYTON

(Katrina Kittle)

Dangerous Dames of Dayton, who were these women? What were the personalities, the attitudes, behind the faces printed on tonight’s program?  Share the experiences of a time when women harnessed the grit of their feminine soul and selflessly stood up, not for themselves alone, but for their daughters and for the generations of women who would come after them. 

Tonight we move back in time…at the turn of the century, women’s suffrage was an issue that sparked much emotion and Dayton was right in the thick of it. Amendment 23 which would extend full voting rights to Ohio women was to be on the next ballot.  

(Suffragists enter; slowly walk through tables – w/signs, hats move to front staging area)

During the summer of 1912, Dayton streets witnessed the fervor of soapbox speeches on downtown corners, parades of white-garbed women carrying banners and a few violent confrontations between factions.  Dayton, it seemed, was chosen as a battle ground for the cause – because this was where Ohio’s first women’s suffrage association was formed.  

That summer, the Dayton Daily News opened its pages equally to both factions giving each side a full page.  

The “antis” as those opposed to the movement were called, argued women were indifferent to voting because “… they preferred reading books and listening to music, enjoying photographs and could not be bothered with extraneous things that were not vital to their nature.” Or that… “Politics was a dirty business and women shouldn’t get involved in the political process lest they soil themselves.”
(Enter Jessee Davisson –slowly walks to front staging area)

Suffragist Jessee Davisson, a well-known leader in the Dayton movement and future vice president of the League of Women Voters, responded to those remarks in this way; “ Our friends the “antis” are fond of referring to the household pedestal upon which woman has been placed…isn’t it about time this old pedestal rhetoric was stripped to the facts?  Isn’t it about time to admit that most of the dirty work of the world is done by women? Are the washing of foul linen, the scrubbing of floors, the cleansing of dirty dishes tasks which befit a creature too fine, or too frail to go to a polling booth and cast a vote?”  

Of equal passion was this from Davisson

 “…women need this right for their highest mental and spiritual development. It makes them broad-minded and more sympathetic with other women’s differences. The woman in industry needs the vote for her self protection and that of her children as much as does the working man.  Would he be willing to resign his right of self expression?  Ask him!” 

(Davisson approaches suffragist group in staging area – mimic talking/gesturing to each other)

On the evening of September 3, a large crowd gathered at Fourth Street, near Ludlow, to read the Dayton Daily News election night bulletins.  Despite the high hopes of the pro-suffragists, Amendment 23 suffered a sounding defeat at the Ohio polls.

Undaunted, on March 3, 1913, local suffragists headed to Washington DC to march in a parade for women’s equality. The date was carefully chosen because it was the day before the inauguration of Woodrow Wilson.  Washington would be crowded with media and visitors.  Parade organizer, Alice Paul, wanted to make the most of the media coverage.  

(Suffragists stop movement- standing proud)

In all, 8,000 women from across the country descended on Washington.  Though police were present along the parade route, little protection was offered to the ladies.  The women were verbally and physically assaulted dodging objects thrown from the rowdy groups of onlookers.

The Dayton contingent returned home more determined then ever to fight for their rights. However, on March 23rd,   the Great Flood of 1913 hit the Dayton area. The destruction of their city was a call stronger than their personal goals.  The suffragists sidelined their vision for equality and, instead, donated their efforts and the monies from their treasury to the relief efforts of Dayton’s flood victims. 

There was, however, a rainbow after this storm and, though this is a night about the work of the women, we would be remiss not to mention one of the staunchest supporters of the suffragist movement, John H. Patterson.  

(Patterson enters, walks slowly toward staging area)

Picking up the lost pace of the movement, John Patterson, president of NCR, donated office space to the suffrage association in the Schwind Building on Ludlow Street.  He extended his support with a gift of $2,400 dollars and the promise of $400 dollars a month for a year. A small fortune in 1913! To this fortune, the women pledged to match these donations up to a sum of $1,200 dollars. 

Additionally, Patterson used his influence in the community to gain support for women’s rights among the men.  Men whose votes would eventually be needed to pass what would, in 1920, be the 19th amendment.  

Following the lead of suffragist supporters Abraham Lincoln and Mark Twain, Patterson championed the local male population bringing along fellow activists, Orville Wright, Col Edward Deeds, Bishop Milton Wright and J. H. Rike. 

(Patterson joins the ladies)

On August 18, 1920, the Tennessee General Assembly, by a one vote margin, became the 36th State Legislature to ratify the proposed amendment making it the 19th amendment to the constitution.  It seems appropriate to note at this time that Harry Thomas Burn Senior, the youngest member of the state legislature,  cast that deciding and controversial vote. Harry had walked into that assembly with the intent to vote “nay.” However, holding a letter from his mother during the voting session, asking him to vote in favor of the amendment, changed his mind.  In the end he said he voted yes because his mother asked him to and as he later explained, “a good boy always does what his mother asks.”

Shortly after this time, Suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt determined that women would indeed embrace their newly given rights founded the League of Women Voters. She challenged women nationwide by asking,  “Now you have the Vote, what will you do with it?” 

The women of the Dayton area wasted no time, throwing open the doors of the Dayton League, making ours one of the first in the nation.

At that time, Mr. Patterson forever cemented his faith in the new organization by stating, “The hope of political regeneration in this country lay in the work of the League of Women Voters.”  

(Minnie Stanley enters – walks slowly to front staging area Patterson moves to greet her)

Organizing the direction of this new league was suffragist Minnie Stanley who accepted the challenge as the first President of the Dayton League.

From its infancy Mrs. Stanley grasped its significance and purpose, and was determined that the organization become a real educational factor in the city. 

Her first order of business was to train the 40,000 new Montgomery County female voters to use the ballot in the upcoming election. With the help of John Patterson, women were trained to vote at NCR headquarters. 

(Stanley & Patterson join suffragists at staging area)

The work of the Committees of the League was equally inspired and enthusiastic.  Committees included:

International Cooperation to Prevent War

Efficiency in Government 

Education 

Women in Industry 

Legal Status of Women 

Social Hygiene and

Child Welfare 

A report on the Leagues accomplishments its first year stated:

 On a variety of issues there have been 

75 talks before clubs and groups 

194 meetings held with a total attendance of 29,047 

140,000 pieces of literature distributed 

And the new League even held  a parade with 450 new female voters marching down  Dayton’s Main Street

That first year, the League grew to 800 members, the path for the next 90 years was set.  

Leading the charge to continue growth and fiscal responsibility was member Charlotte Mary Conover, a suffragist leader, passionate speaker, and talented organizer.

(Enter Conover – slowly walking to the front)

After initially accepting that yearly stipend from John Patterson, the women eventually shunned the idea of their League being supported by men and stepped up their efforts to be more self-sufficient.  

Under Mary’s guidance, they organized White Elephant Sales and Festivals that included sales of household items, books and baked goods.  

Additionally the women produced and sold their own newspaper The Dayton Woman Citizen which was supported by advertisements from suppliers of Sunshine Milk Products, The White Baking Company, Dayton Dairy Made Butter – “always fresh, pure and sweet,” and other products the women deemed beneficial to the home.

Struggling to promote fiscal responsibility, Mary printed, in the Woman Citizen, advice from a League in Atlanta …

“For the prosperous, give the quota outright and then give a little more.

 Feed the family stew instead of porterhouse, carrots instead of cauliflower, oleo margarine in your cakes instead of butter. 

But wives and mothers, keep it dark, don’t confide in your family. What they do not know does not hurt them! “ Mary encouraged members to pass those little weekly savings on to their League. 

(Mary joins suffragists at staging area)

Though there were struggles and ongoing financial problems, the ladies were determined their League was not to become a woman’s organization or a club, but an organization of women responsible for educating the community on important issues.  

On that premise it was founded and, on that premise, it remains today.

(Katrina motions to the group all assembled together)

These then were the ladies who, despite all odds, stepped out of the shadows of their fathers and the ownership of their husbands to demand equal rights. 

Women who, without any constitutional rights, challenged and changed the Constitution.  These were not the bra burners, they are the women who paved the way for the bra burners.  These are the women who handed future generations of women the tools to start chipping away at what would eventually be called the glass ceiling.  They defied all the odds.  They are the Dangerous Dames of Dayton

Applause…Applause…Applause!!!!

